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No bookbinder working alone can earn more than a
very small income by doing the cheaper forms of bind-
ing, although it is quite right that a beginner should do
such work at first, as this is the only way to get started
and to get the needed practice. Bookbinding students
must develop an individual style of ornament together
with the necessary manipulative skill, which includes
the power of doing the work in a reasonable time, before
they can hope to command a living wage.

The repair and re-binding of valuable books is a
branch of the work that can be specialized in, but here
again no students are likely to be given the opportunity
of dealing with books of value until they have proved
that they are competent to undertake such responsible
work.

There is no prospect of adult bookbinding students
getting employment in the trade shops, and but little
prospect of their getting employed as binders or book
repairers to libraries, so that students when trained
generally have to set up small workshops of their own
and to advertise by showing work at exhibitions; and it
is only work of outstanding merit that attracts attention
when exhibited.

In most exhibitions where any number of fine bind-
ings are shown, very little of the work shows any indi-
viduality and most of the bindings might have been the
work of any one of a number of exhibitors. Only here
and there is there work of real distinction, and yet, as
in music and pictures, it is only real distinction that
commands adequate reward.

Bookbinders must work for long and regular hours,
and the cost of the equipment and materials for even a
small bindery is considerable, so that the binder needs
some little capital and considerable bodily strength if
a living is to be earned at the craft.